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UP 23 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR Derek Giesler

For Release: IMMEDIATELY [June 102004]

AUSTIN . .. The 2004 Texas winter wheat aop is forecastat 118.8 million bushek, up 23
percentfrom last yearand 52 percent higher than 2002. This estimate is unchanged from the May
forecast.

According to a June 1 survey conducted by the TexasAgricultural Statistics Sewice, statewide
yield is expeced to average 33 bushd per acre,up 5 bushels fom last yearbut identical to the May
forecast. Harvested acrage, at3.6 million acres,isup 4 percent from 2003 and unchanged from May.

“Grain heads haverealy filled out in many areasand the crop contnues to look promising as
harveston the Plahs draws closej’ reports Stake Director Robin Roark.

Production on the Northern High Plains is forecast at50.0 million bushels, up 21 percentfrom
lastyear. Winter wheat production on the Low Plainsis forecast at 26.4 million bushek, up 16 percent
from lastyear. The Cross Timbers is estimated at 6.4 million bushels, up 50 percent from last year's
production. Production in the Blacklands is forecast at 21.0 million bushek, 19percenthigher than the
2003 crop.

On June 1, harvest wasin full swing n Central Texas and was leginning to gain momentum
in northern districts.

United Stateswinter wheatproduction for 2004 is forecastat 1.53 billion bushek, down 10
percentfrom last yea and 1 percent below the May forecast. Yield is expected to average 43.6 bushels
per ace, down 3.1 bushelsfrom a year agoand down 0.6 bushels from the last forecast. Acreage to
be harvestedfor grain is expected to total 35.1 million acres, 4 percentless than a yearago and
unchanged from May.
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